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As well as being the capital of England, London is the capital of the U.K.
LONDON SIGHTS
1. Buckingham Palace is the official London residence of the Queen and the Royal
Family. When the Queen is at home, the Royal Flag flies on top. The only places open to
the public are the Queen's Gallery and the Royal Mews. You can see the Changing of the
Guard at the gates of Buckingham Palace at 11.30 a.m. every day. Queen Victoria
Memorial is located in front of Buckingham Palace.

2. Trafalgar Square was named after Horatio
Nelson's victory over Napoleon at Trafalgar in 1805.
Nelson's column commemorates the victory. The statue
on top is over 5 metres tall, and shows Nelson without
one arm and one eye. He lost them in battle.
3. Piccadilly Circus is the centre of London's
entertainment world. In this area there are many
theatres, cinemas, restaurants, discos and nightclubs.
Its landmark is the statue of Eros, which stands in the
middle of the square.
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4. St. Paul's Cathedral is in the centre of the
City. It was built by Sir Christopher Wren after
the old Cathedral had been completely destroyed
by the Great Fire of London in 1666.

5. The Houses of Parliament stands on the
north bank of the river Thames and is the
place where the House of Commons and the
House of Lords meet to discuss and pass laws.
When Parliament is sitting, a Union Jack flies
on the tower. Oliver Cromwell’s statue stands
in front of the Houses of Parliament.
Big Ben is the landmark of London. It is the
nickname of the bell in the clock tower next to
the Houses of Parliament.
6. The Tower of London is the old Norman
fortress built by William the Conqueror. It is
guarded by Beefeaters in traditional Tudor
Uniforms and the Crown Jewels are on show here;
they belong to the state and are used by the Royal
Family only on state occasions. Many people, such as
Anne Boleyn, mother of Queen Elizabeth I, were
executed here. Eight ravens are kept at the Tower;
a legend says that the tower will fall if they leave.
Tower Bridge, on the river Thames, is a drawbridge,
which can be raised to let ships pass through.
7. Westminster Abbey is one of the oldest buildings in London
and one of the most important religious centres in the country
.William the Conqueror was crowned here, on the coronation
throne. Under the throne there is the stone of scone, a symbol
of the Scottish Royalty.
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8. 10, Downing Street is the official London
residence of the Prime Minister.
9. The London Eye is the
world’s highest observation
wheel, towering 135 metres
above the centre of London
and offers magnificent
panoramic views.

Shopping in London
If you like shopping, London is the place to go! If you walk in Oxford Street, Regent
Street, Bond Street or Piccadilly Circus, you will find thousands of shops and
department stores. Don't forget to pay a visit to Harrods and Selfridges, the largest
department stores in Europe. Selfridges is in Oxford Street. It offers banking services
and the opportunity to eat in seven restaurants; Harrods is in Knightsbridge and it is the
official London shop of the Royal family. Convent Garden is a modern shopping centre
and tourist attraction with shops,
restaurants, cafés, street performers
and musicians.
If you like street markets you will enjoy
Portobello Road Market, one of the
oldest and most famous markets in
London, Petticoat Lane Market, open
only on Sunday mornings from 9 a.m. to
2 p.m., and Camden Lock Market, open
on Saturdays and Sundays.
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Museums
The British Museum is the largest and richest
museum in the world. It was founded in 1753 and
contains one of the world's richest collections of
antiquities.
The Egyptian Galleries contain human and animal
mummies and the Rosetta Stone, which enabled us
to decipher hieroglyphic texts. Some parts of
Athens’s Parthenon are in the Greek section.
In the British National Library there are the
originals of the Magna Charta and of many famous
books and also the original manuscripts of some
Beatles’ songs.
The National Gallery stands on the north side of
Trafalgar Square; it contains a collection of
paintings from the 13th century to this century.
Madame Tussaud's is an exhibition of hundreds of life- size wax models of famous
people of yesterday and today. The collection was started by Madame Tussaud ,a French
modeller in wax, in the 18th century. Here you can meet Cassius Clay, Marilyn Monroe,
Humphrey Bogart, Elton John, Picasso, The Royal Family, The Beatles, Adolf Hitler and
many other writers, film-stars, singers, politicians, footballers and so on.
London Parks
The parks have been called the “lungs” of London. They give Londoners the opportunity
to walk in the green, have picnics, row boats, go horse- riding, feed and watch animals,
and all this without leaving the city.
St.James's Park is the most ancient of London's
Royal parks. The area was bought by Henry VIII
in 1530 and in 1660 Charles II had it landscaped
by a French architect.
Hyde Park is the “people's park” :it is used for
every kind of public occasion. The corner of
Hyde Park near Marble Arch is known as
Speaker's Corner. If you have anything to say
you can go there, stand on a stool and express
your opinions to the crowd.
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The Serpentine is the lake which separates
Hyde Park from Kensington Gardens, a park
which used to be the private garden of
Kensington Palace.
Regent's Park is the right place to go if you like
animals. Here you can feed the ducks and watch
the pelicans. You can also visit the Zoological
Gardens, the largest zoo in the country.

6

History of London
London was founded by the Romans in 43 A.D. and was called Londinium. In 61 A.D. the
town was burnt down and when it was rebuilt by the Romans it was surrounded by a wall.
That area within the wall is now called the City of London.
When William the Conqueror conquered England in 1066 he made London his base. He
built a fortress where the Tower of London now stands, and he was crowned in the
original Westminster Abbey.
During the Middle Ages many churches and monasteries were built. Merchants and
craftsmen lived inside the City walls and worked in particular areas.
During the Tudor period (16th century) London became an important economic and
financial centre. The Londoners of the Elizabethan period built the first theatres.
1666 was the year of the Great Fire of London, which destroyed most of the city. After
the fire many buildings were rebuilt in a much safer way.
During the Victorian period (19th century) London was one of the most important
centres of the British Empire.
Today London is a cosmopolitan city and its population is almost 7,000,000.
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